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The federal structure of 

Germany:

16 federal states



Some German types of schools.....

Grundschule

Hauptschule

Realschule
Gymnasium

GesamtschuleSonderschule

Berufskolleg

Fachoberschule

Regelschule
Fachgymnasium

Fachakademie
Mittelschule

Wirtschaftsschule

Integrierte Haupt- und Realschule

Erweiterte Realschule



The school system in North Rhine – Westphalia

Primary and Lower Secondary Level
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The school system in North-Rhine – Westphalia

Upper secondary level

Vocational school:

Basic year

Technical sec. School

Two-year interm. Techn. High-

school

Two-year full-time voc. school

Upper sec.-level (grammar school, 

comprehensive school, three-year int. 

Techn. High-school

School for supplementary voc. 

Training

Kollegschule pilot scheme

11

12

13

Dual system:

Vocational school  + training firm



Regional government districts in

North Rhine - Westphalia



Yearly expenditure on education per 

student
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Expedenditure of school education incl. 

Vocational schools
Federal States Local Authorities Parents

Tasks •teacher salaries

•teaching materials

•school books

•contributions to local 

authorities

•further education

•school board

•maintenance of 

school buildings 

incl. caretaker

•school 

administration

•fares and travel 

costs

•equipment of 

schools

•school books, 

satchels, exercise 

books etc.
•travel costs per 

class trip

•voluntary 

donations

Av. exp. per 

student
5,416 € 250 € 100 €

Tot. exp. 16.857 million € 48.1 million € 19.2 million €

Percentage 99.6 % 0.28 % 0.11 %
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